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Module description 
 
This module aims to identify and analyse the formation of the canons and histories of 
western art with particular reference to gender, identity, and Irish art. The formation of the 
canon and its disruption and fragmentation through Marxist, feminist, structuralist, 
poststructuralist, psychoanalytic, and postcolonialist interventions will be examined and 
critical approaches to artworks – Irish and international – will be discussed. 
 
Assessment 
 
The module is assessed through a 3,500-5,000-word essay. 
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Learning outcomes 
 
Upon successful completion of this module, students should be able to: 
 



LO1 Identify the key discourses in the writing of art history. 
 

LO2 Understand the theoretical frameworks that underpin art history. 
 

LO3 Recognise the roles of feminism’s interventions in art history. 
 

LO4 Analyse critically differing approaches to artworks and gender. 
 

LO5 Evaluate the part played by feminism in Irish art practice. 
 

LO6 Question the categories in which artists and artworks are placed by art historians. 


